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raised going towards funding of scholarships and student projects, the 232 volunteers
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Nationally and internationally recognized as one of the most effective and productive
collegiate telephone campaigns, K-State’s Telefund has provided nearly $20 million for
scholarships and educational benefits in its first 26 years.
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In the 10 years since her graduation from Kansas State with
dual bachelor degrees in electrical engineering and physics,
Michelle Munson has been a software engineer for IBM, com-
pleted a master’s degree in computer science from the
University of Cambridge on a Fulbright Scholarship, and
worked as a software engineer in research and start-up compa-
nies. In 2003 she co-founded her own company, Aspera, Inc.,
creating a new high-speed transfer technology and thus
becoming a recognized market leader for high-performance
file transfer.

This year she was named the College of Engineering
Alumni Fellow—the youngest graduate ever to receive this
designation. Joining the College of Engineering Advisory
Council (COEAC) in fall 2005, she is also the youngest per-
son to ever serve on this board.

“It’s not about her age,” said Terry King, dean of the
College of Engineering, “but about recognition of an entre-
preneur with an outstanding record of accomplishment.
Michelle, in her capacity on the COEAC in particular, has the
ability to help us create an envi-
ronment where more of our stu-
dents are inspired to become
entrepreneurs.”

Munson said she didn’t always
know she had an entrepreneurial
spirit, but once she “found it,”
she knew it was “right.” 

“I always thought of an entre-
preneur as a business person,” she
said. “But I discovered that in technology, an entrepreneur is
an innovator—a person who applies science and technology
to solve a significant problem while operating under a sense of
urgency.”

Munson and her Aspera colleague and co-founder Serban
Simu put in many hours in their drive for success. 

“Time spent in the lab getting our software to work and
dealing with customer deployments is very similar to the hours
I spent as a student doing homework and projects,” she said.
“We’re constantly facing challenging situations that stretch our
problem-solving skills and mental and physical stamina.”

A native of rural Junction City, Munson said she was raised
with a Kansas or Midwest work ethic, and her undergraduate
experience at K-State strengthened that characteristic.

“The fundamentals of engineering taught at Kansas State
are extremely solid,” she said. “The challenging curriculum I
encountered here set the tone for my professional career.

“The day-in and day-out productive discipline that was
required is the hallmark of an engineering education. It was
an exposure to something larger than any one individual and
it instills humility,” Munson said.

Her time at K-State also set her path on a life of research.
“K-State is unique in that students are oriented towards

classical research and interdisciplinary research. I was encour-
aged early on to develop an instinct for problem solving, often
applying ideas across technical disciplines,” she said. 

As part of her two-day visit to campus in February for
Alumni Fellow activities, Munson spoke to the Freshman
Honors Seminar.

“This was the very class that had inspired me as a freshman
in engineering,” Munson said. She titled her presentation
“Getting there—choices and advice from the gal who was you.”

She told students the engineering curriculum can be diffi-
cult and the business world can be difficult, but hard work
will reap great rewards. Engineering, she said, had offered the
best opportunity to impact society.

Munson captured her audience’s attention with her story of
Aspera and its data transfer applications growing from a
“garage” operation to serving a variety of customers and
industries on six continents. 

Ears perked up as she described how Aspera products
had powered international transfers of digital
media for Universal Studios in the
making of “King Kong,” news
gathering for MSNBC

and NBC Nightly News, contribu-
tions of video content to the Apple
iTunes Music Store, and the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation’s coverage of
the Torino Olympics. No less impres-
sive was her list of other clients—
Warner Brothers Studios, NBC-
Universal, Time/Warner Cable, U.S. Army Intelligence and
Security Command, NASA, Honda, Honeywell, and Johnson
& Johnson.

“I was inspired to hear advice from someone who had gone
through the program here and who had become so success-
ful,” said Ashleigh Steckly, freshman in biological and agricul-
tural engineering.

“Michelle Munson was excited and energized about the
engineering profession,” said Paul Wicoff, freshman in archi-
tectural engineering. “She’s found so much success in her
career, and it made me realize that I could find myself in a
similar place someday.”

Addressing the future facing
today’s engineering students in
what is often referred to as the
“flat world” where Western
culture will no longer be the
only dominant force,
Munson said multicultural
collaborations have been
very much the norm in her
career.

“Right now at Aspera, we have people from
Ghana, Africa; Bucharest, Romania; Nanking,
China; New Delhi, India; Madison, S.D.;
Manhattan, Kan.; Houston, Texas; Chicago, Ill.;
and Kansas City, Mo.

“Engineering is an integrated community,” she
said. “Despite our highly varied backgrounds, we
come together around a common love of problem
solving and innovation, speaking the common
language of science and technology. This is the
tremendously positive side of ‘globalization’ that
people often forget.”

Concern exists that today’s educational insti-
tutions in the U.S. may be losing some of their
rigor, concentrating on making students feel
good rather than challenging them.
“Society has somewhat lost its grip on educa-

tion fundamentals,” Munson said. “We ask,
‘Are students suffering?’ when we should be
asking, ‘Are students developing?’

“Participating in the ‘flat world’ is not
so much about being competitive as it
is about having a respect for what is
available in our country and taking
advantage of it. My experience
with recent engineering gradu-
ates is that the ones who have
been properly motivated are
outstanding.”

“The fundamentals of 
engineering taught at K-State

are extremely solid . . . .”

Michelle Munson
2006 Alumni Fellow

–by Mary Rankin

Taking on the ‘flat world’Taking on the ‘flat world’

 



As many of you by now
have heard, I have accepted
the appointment of Provost
and Vice President for
Academic Affairs at Ball
State University in Muncie,
Indiana, effective July 1,
2006. My duties at K-State
will come to a close at the
end of June.

Standard questions often
come to the forefront at
times like this: What will I
miss the most? What are the

new challenges ahead? What do I see as my legacy as I leave Kansas State?
Let’s start with the last item. Though I would never presume to call this

“my” legacy, a total team effort has brought numerous accomplishments in
the college over the past nine years, and I’m proud to list some these:

n Final funding and building of Fiedler Hall completed
n West Seaton Hall renovated
n Renovation of front plaza and Rathbone Hall lobby begun
n $75 million target in Changing Lives capital campaign completed
n Research expenditures per year doubled
n Endowment dollars tripled
n Endowed chairs and professorships increased by 300%
n Endowed scholarships increased by 100% 
n Partnership with NACME ($285,000 in scholarships over five years

for MEP students) established
n Seaton Society founded
n Professional Progress Awards (PPA) established
n Project LEA/RN™ initiated
n Women in Engineering and Science Program (WESP) established

n Eyestone Lecture series established
n Leadership team structure established
n Departmental advisory councils promoted
n Faculty hiring incentives for women and minorities developed
n College scholarship program restructured to support university

scholarship program 
n Mission and vision statements, and core values developed 
n Nuclear engineering program revived
n Two successful ABET accreditation reviews for all undergraduate pro-

grams completed
n Focus on legislative area, resulting in a National Transportation

Center and regular visits to our facilities from the national
Congressional delegation 

I will miss seeing the college move ahead in these achievements, as well
as with the new initiatives and ideas that will come from new leadership.
Provost Duane Nellis has convened a small committee, chaired by the
department head of chemical engineering, Mary Rezac, to begin the
process of selecting an interim dean. I think this will provide a smooth
transition. There is tremendous potential here with the quality of students
and faculty we have.

Yes, there will be different challenges ahead for me at Ball State, yet they
will be the same in many ways. Higher education in the U.S. is a precious
treasure for those of us blessed to work in it, and I will strive to see its
cause advanced whether here at K-State or at any other university.
The support and loyalty of faculty and staff, students, alumni, and friends
have made my tenure here as dean a profound experience for which I’ll
always be grateful. 

Terry S. King, Dean
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George O. Strawn
George O. Strawn, chief information

officer of the National Science Foundation
(NSF), delivered the address, “Change:
The Constant of Modern Times,” March
7, in Fiedler Hall Auditorium.

Strawn offered personal insight on the
past and future of electric information
technology and suggested that if “modern
times” is defined as the last 200 years, there
has been more change in modern times
than in the previous 5000 years.

As NSF’s chief information officer,
Strawn guides the agency in development
and design of innovative information tech-
nology. Since joining NSF in 1991, Strawn
has served in numerous roles including
directorate for computer and information
science and engineering, executive officer,
and acting assistant director. From 1995
through 1998 he was director of the divi-
sion of advanced networking infrastructure
and research where he led efforts in the Presidential Next-Generation Internet
Initiative, which created the first national high-performance network test bed. 

Strawn was also a computer science faculty member at Iowa State University
where he served as director of the computation center, and from 1983 to 1986
served as chair of the computer science department. Under his leadership, the pro-
gram was among the first in the nation to be accredited by the Computer Science
Accreditation Board.

He holds a Ph.D. in mathematics from Iowa State University and an under-
graduate degree from Cornell College.

George O. Strawn

John Brooks Slaughter
John Brooks Slaughter, president and

chief executive officer of the National
Action Council for Minorities in
Engineering (NACME), Inc., presented
“Engineers for Tomorrow: An Imperative
for America” April 27, in Fiedler Hall
Auditorium. 

According to Slaughter, a 1956 K-State
graduate in electrical engineering, America
has found itself losing its leadership posi-
tion in innovation and technology. In
order to regain and retain its place as the
global leader in research and development,
it must produce more individuals skilled in
engineering and science disciplines, rather
than placing such a heavy dependence
upon importing scientific and engineering
talent and exporting technical jobs. 

“America must recognize and develop
the potential that resides in those groups
that have been historically underrepresent-
ed in the science and engineering professions. Failure to do so will negate national
efforts to strengthen innovation and restore technological competitiveness,”
Slaughter said.

A former director of the National Science Foundation, president of Occidental
College in Los Angeles, and chancellor at the University of Maryland, College
Park, Slaughter has a long and distinguished background as a leader in the educa-
tion, engineering, and scientific communities. 

Slaughter began his professional career as an electronics engineer at General
Dynamics. He has been director of the Applied Physics Laboratory and professor
of electrical engineering at the University of Washington, academic vice president
and provost at Washington State University, and most recently The Irving R.
Melbo Professor of Leadership in Education at the University of Southern
California. He has served as president and CEO of NACME since August 2000.

Slaughter earned a Ph.D. in engineering science from the University of
California, San Diego; and an M.S. in engineering from the University of
California, Los Angeles. He holds honorary degrees from more than 25 institu-
tions. Winner of the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Award in 1997 and
UCLA’s Medal of Excellence in 1989, Slaughter was also honored with the first
“U.S. Black Engineer of the Year” award in 1987 and the Arthur M. Bueche
Award from the National Academy of Engineering in 2004.

John Brooks Slaughter

The College of Engineering Eyestone Lecture Series
was honored to host two prestigious speakers this spring.
Established in 2000, the series is funded by an endow-
ment of the late Fred, EE ’41, and Mona Eyestone and is
designed to bring innovators in engineering and the
applied sciences to campus. 

Two lectures highlight spring seriesTwo lectures highlight spring series
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If asked to name the
“hottest spot” on the K-State
campus, responders might
suggest the Union, Bramlage
Coliseum, or even the more
literal idea of the power plant
and steam tunnels.

But according to chemical
engineering professor Jim
Edgar, that claim to fame is
located at his research facility
in Durland Hall. 

“I’ve thought about putting
a label on my laboratory door:

‘The hottest spot on campus,’” Edgar said, “as we reach
temperatures of 2000°C in our research furnace— hot
enough to melt most metals such as iron and nickel, and
hot enough to boil lead.”  

The goal of Edgar’s research pro-
ject is to develop methods of making
large, single crystals of aluminum
nitride to be used as the substrate
for better, more efficient electronic
and optoelectronic devices. Such
substrates will provide mechanical
support as well as serve as a template
for producing other single-crystal
layers such as gallium nitride.

“Over the past 20 years,” Edgar
said, “gallium nitride has evolved from a research laborato-
ry curiosity to one of the world’s most important semicon-
ductors. In the early nineties, a series of breakthroughs
made gallium nitride devices practical for the first time,
and now gallium nitride-based blue and white light-emit-
ting diodes (LEDs) have become very commonplace, pre-

sent in traffic lights, cellular telephones, automobiles, and
many types of displays.” 

Optoelectronic devices either produce light from elec-
tricity as in LEDs or laser diodes (LDs), or sense light and
convert it to an electrical signal. Physical and chemical
properties of the aluminum nitride crystals Edgar is devel-
oping are better matched to the single-crystal layers that
compose the devices than other currently used materials. 

“With my substrates,” he said, “the layers will have
fewer defects, less stress, and better purity. This in turn
improves the device efficiency, such as more light per watt
of electricity, and allows more powerful devices to be built.

“LEDs have so greatly improved,” Edgar said, “that the
goal of solid-state lighting for general illumination is
rapidly becoming a reality. The lifetime of LEDS is 20
times longer than incandescent lights, and another advan-
tage is that they consume a lot less energy.  Most traffic
lights now employ LEDs instead of incandescent lights,

because they are ultimately less
expensive even though initial
costs are higher.”

While red LEDs have been
around for decades and blue
LEDs for about 10 years,
ultraviolet (UV) LEDs have
proven difficult to fabricate. 

“The aluminum nitride
crystals we are developing,”
Edgar said, “should help. UV

LEDs and UV LDs would have several applications such
as bio/chemical reagent detection, DNA sequencing, ster-
ilizing plastics and other materials without heat, sterilizing
water, etc. The military is even interested in their use for
developing sensors for airborne missile-launch warnings.”

Besides UV LEDs, the other main application for alu-

minum nitride single crystals is high-power, high-frequen-
cy electronics. Combined with the related compound gal-
lium nitride, devices can be made that can handle much
higher power more quickly than silicon-based devices. 

Edgar, who holds a Ph.D. in chemical engineering from
the University of Florida, is currently funded in his
research by the National Science Foundation and the U.S.
Air Force, as well as having received past support from
The Office of Naval Research.

He has been working on various aspects of aluminum
nitride crystal growth since 1997 and currently has five
chemical engineering graduate students working on this
project.  

“Interest in aluminum nitride as a substrate has really
increased in the past two years,” Edgar said.  “Even
though it is already the basis for multi-billion dollar
industries, only the surface has been scratched for poten-
tial applications of gallium nitride-based devices. 

“Further improvements in the crystal perfection, reduc-
tions in residual impurity and defect concentrations, and
better control of the composition and structure will lead
to new types of sensors based on the unique chemical,
mechanical, and optical properties of gallium nitride and
its alloys.”

Interior, close-up view of research furnace in Edgar’s
chemical enineering lab.

Jim Edgar

“The National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering (NACME) scholarships provide
direct financial support to 20% of K-State students enrolled in the Multicultural
Engineering Program (MEP),” said LaVerne Bitsie-Baldwin, MEP director (above, center,
surrounded by 10 of the 23 current NACME scholars). “These students, in turn, support
activities designed for all multicultural students in the college, effecting positive change
throughout the program.” 

Established through a partnership with NACME in 2004, there are two types of schol-
ars—associate, five in 2005–06, supported by the College of Engineering at $4,500 a
year with a $2,000 bonus as freshmen to encourage study focus instead of working; and
block grant supported by funds from NACME at $2,500 a year, 18 in 2005–06. These des-
ignated scholars have the opportunity to participate in NACME internship and job place-
ment programs, as well as access to electronic forums discussing issues pertinent to
minorities in engineering. NACME is the nation’s largest private source of engineering
scholarships for African-Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans.

NACME scholar numbers grow

U.S. Congressman Jim Ryun, R-Kan., left, discusses
ongoing research efforts in the nuclear reactor area
with Dean Terry King, right, during a visit to the
College of Engineering on March 3. The tour empha-
sized ongoing projects in the nuclear and chemical
engineering programs that deal with national security
and energy production and conservation efforts. 

“The significance of making K-State’s work visible
on the national level is an important task,” King said.

Congressional visit

Cover story

“ . . . gallium nitride has
evolved from a research
laboratory curiosity to one
of the world's most impor-
tant semiconductors.”

–by Mary Rankin

cover story
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“It never rains on Open House.” Yeah, right.

’06’06

2006 Open House Awards
Outstanding department—ARE
Yellow brick—IMSE
Freshman/Sophomore display—ARE
Curriculum display—ARE
Technical display—ChE
Limited class display—ARE
Open class display—ARE

St. Pat and St. Patricia
St. Pat—Roland Craddolph, CompSci
St. Patricia—Lisa Kitten, ME

Engineering Banquet Awards
Clair A. Mauch Steel Ring Advisor of the Year—

Asst. Prof. Sutton Stephens, ARE/CNS
W. Leroy Culbertson Steel Ring Leadership Scholarship—

Patricia Geist, IMSE

Scenes from the 84th Annual K-State
Engineering Open House—“Engineering:
The Path of Innovation,” April 7–8,
2006 (clockwise from left): EECE to the
rescue on an ATV; St. Patricia, Lisa
Kitten, ME and St. Pat, Roland
Craddolph, CompSci; faces from the
parade, skit, and opening ceremonies;
Willie the Wildcat opens an umbrella
against the rain; candidates for St. Pat
and St. Patricia await their turn in the
program; young and old enjoyed the
challenge of CIS interactive dodgeball
computer game on display in Fiedler
Library; high school visitor studies BAE
award-winning quarter-scale tractor; yel-
low brick awarded to IMSE for best
skit/parade entry. 

(above, left to right) EECE Superheros skit; CE tackles traffic situation in Yellow Brick entry; BAE cave dwellers ‘whoop it up’; off on a cruise ship with IMSE;
solar car team’s latest vehicle, Paragon, a popular stop in Fiedler Atrium. 

Academic excellence
Jonathan King, junior in chemical engi-

neering, is the most recent College of
Engineering recipient of the prestigious
Goldwater Scholarship. Goldwater Scholars
are selected on the basis of academic merit
from a field of 1,081 mathematics, science,
and engineering students nominated by the
faculties of colleges and universities nation-
wide. The award provides up to $7,500 annu-
ally for a student’s final one or two years of
undergraduate studies.

“I’m happy to be recognized for the effort I
have put forth in my classes and research,”
King said, “and I will use the money to pay
for tuition, and room and board next year.”

King plans to earn a Ph.D. in
biomaterials engineering and
conduct research at the univer-
sity level. His Goldwater essay,
“Composite Hydogels for
Cartilage Tissue Engineering,”
was based on research he did
on a National Science
Foundation Research
Experiences for Undergraduates
project at the
University of
Colorado,
Boulder, under
Professor
Kristi
Anseth.
King also
has done

undergraduate research at K-State under
Keith Hohn, associate professor of chemical
engineering. King studied “modeling the life-
time of a chemiluminescent reaction on reac-
tive nanoparticle pellets.” This past semester
he has begun research under Jennifer
Anthony, assistant professor of chemical engi-
neering, on “investigating the effects of sol-
vents on the synthesis of molecular sieves.”

“I think the part of my education at KSU
that helped me the most was getting involved
in research early in my academic career,” King
said. “This experience helped prepare me to
compete for this scholarship and also will pre-
pare me for graduate school and a career as a

researcher.”
King is a member of the American

Institute of Chemical Engineers,
Engineering Student Council, and
Tau Beta Pi and Phi Kappa Phi honor
societies. He is a member of the
ChemE car team. He received a sec-
ond place in poster session materials
in the engineering and sciences divi-

sion at the 2005 American
Institute of Chemical

Engineers student con-
ference. A 2003 grad-

uate of Manhattan
High School, he is

the son of
Kathleen and
Terry King,
Manhattan.

Matt Woerman, senior in mechanical engi-
neering, natural resources and environmental
sciences, is among 80 national winners of the
$5,000 Morris K. Udall Scholarship. The
merit-based congressional scholarship honors
Udall, a former congressman from Arizona,
for his legacy of public service.

“It is truly an honor to be selected as a
recipient of this prestigious award,” Woerman
said. “I am thrilled to be considered a part of
this group of scholars who have dedi-
cated their careers to protecting our
world.” 

Woerman did an internship for
the Bureau of Air and Radiation
at the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment last
summer, has volunteered at the 
K-State Pollution Prevention
Institute, and is involved in
research at the K-State air
movement laboratory.

“The K-State
community has
been instru-
mental in

helping me receive this award,” he said. “The
engineering faculty have allowed me to see
new ways to apply my engineering education
in the field of environmental protection, and
they have also given me the opportunity to
further explore this subject through research.”

Woerman is active in the Student
Governing Association and Kansas State
University Student Foundation. He is a mem-
ber of Blue Key Senior Honor Society, and

Phi Kappa Phi and Phi Eta Sigma
honor societies. He also is a member

of Delta Upsilon fraternity. He has
received a number of scholarships
while at K-State, including the
Foundation Scholarship, Byrd
Scholarship, and the Presidential
Scholarship. In his spare time, he

is a member of a 1980s cover band,
EWB. A 2002 graduate of

Topeka High School, he
is the son of Neil

and Melodie
Woerman,

Topeka.

Academic excellence

      



Deaths

1977

1994

1983

1990

6

1958

1971

1951

Tim Hargrove (ME) is vice president
of operations for Morgan Foods, LLC,
Austin, Ind. His wife, Janet (Accounting
‘75), is also a K-State grad.

Doran Morgan (ME), and his wife,
Kristina (Herman) Morgan (Business
’86), have relocated from Lexington, Ky.,
to El Paso, Texas, with their four children.
Doran is employed by Lexmark Int’l Inc.
as the process engineering manager for
their toner cartridge component manufac-
turing plant in Juarez, Mexico.

Kurt Anderson (ChE) is finishing his
20-year Army Reserve/National Guard

career with a one-year tour as a civil
affairs team leader in Baghdad, Iraq.
kurt.e.anderson@us.army.mil

Joe Hug (ME) and his wife, Roxanne,
announce the birth of their daughter,
Mara Jean, born March 5, 2006. She
joins two older brothers, Alex and
Johnny. Joe is technical services manager
at Monarch Cement Company,
Humboldt, Kan.
joe.hug@monarchcement.com

Joseph Evans Ward, Jr., St. Paul,
Minn., died Nov. 10, 2005. He joined
the electrical engineering faculty at Kansas
State in 1940, attaining the rank of pro-
fessor in 1961. He retired in 1983. Ward
was a senior member of IEEE and a
licensed professional engineer in Kansas.
He is survived by his wife, Margaret
Anne, two sons, two daughters, 12 grand-
children, and six great-grandchildren. A
Joseph E. Ward Scholarship in Electrical
Engineering has been established.

Memorial contributions may be made
through the Kansas State University
Foundation.

Shirley B. Cheatum (IE), Houston,
Texas, died March 2, 2005. He had been
a training center manager for General
Motors. He is survived by his wife,
Katherine (Conrad) (HomeEc ’49), and
three children.

Rudolph (Rudy) H. Kramer (CE),
Topeka, Kan., died Dec. 11, 2005. He
was a professional registered engineer and
spent most of his career employed by the
Kansas Department of Transportation.
Rudy is survived by his wife, Betty, four
children, 17 grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren.

Ralph Wayne Gwinn (ME), Leawood,
Kan., died Aug. 23, 2005. He is survived
by his wife, Janet, one son, and two
grandchildren, including granddaughter,
Jana, who is attending K-State.

Logan deployed
for Iraq War

Tom Logan has a dual
career—assistant professor of
architectural engineering and
construction science at 
K-State, and Executive Officer
of the Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 25.

And for the first time in his
30-year career in the Naval
Reserves, Logan was deployed
for active duty this past
January. He was called as part
of a reserve Seabee regiment
that for the first time in the
global war on terrorism had
been scheduled to relieve its
active-duty counterpart.

Following readiness training
at Naval Base Ventura County,
Logan and his unit left Port
Hueneme, Calif., for western
Iraq in March. While there,
the reserve regiment will pro-
vide construction engineering
support to the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force, manag-
ing joint coalition construc-
tion assets over an area about
the size of California.

Logan will be gone for at
least nine months and perhaps
up to two years.

But Dave Fritchen, depart-
ment head of ARE/CNS, said
members of his faculty had
“stepped up to the task” and
were managing to cover
Logan’s classes and advising
duties until his return.

“I believe Tom is likely the
only faculty member on cam-

pus that is now serving his
country in this capacity,”
Fritchen said. “Our depart-
ment is very proud of him and
we are willing to pick up the
load to support him. The con-
struction and engineering
experience Tom is getting in
Iraq will bring some interest-
ing discussions to his classes
when he returns.”

Gallagher named
Advisor of the Year

The K-State Office of
Student Activities and Services
joined the Blue Key Honor
Society in recognizing Richard
Gallagher, associate dean and

professor of engineering, as the
2005-06 Student Organization
Advisor of the Year.

Gallagher, advisor to the
Engineering Student Council,
was one of 15 advisors nomi-
nated by student members. He
received the award Jan. 31 at
the Blue Key Recognition
Ceremony.

“Dr. Gallagher has accom-
plished the difficult task of
finding a perfect balance
between involvement and
interference,” said Lisa Kitten,
senior in mechanical engineer-
ing and president of
Engineering Student Council.
“His commitment to being an
advisor rather than a group
leader helps create an open
atmosphere in our meetings
where students feel free to

express opinions, share ideas,
or ask questions without being
intimidated by his presence.

“Student organizations
across the campus are blessed
with great advisors,” she said,
“but I cannot imagine a better
one than Dr. Gallagher.”

2006 Company/Leader
of the Year

GE Johnson Construction
Co. was named 2006
Company of the Year at the
Tau Beta Pi Spring Banquet,
April 27. James M. Johnson,
1984 K-State graduate in con-
struction science and president
and CEO of the company, was
named 2006 Leader of the
Year at the same event.

Established in 1967 by Gil
Johnson who turned manage-
ment of the company over to
his son James in 1997, the GE
Johnson Construction Co.
provides construction manage-
ment and general contractor
services. Headquartered in
Colorado Springs, Colo., with
offices in Denver, GE Johnson
specializes in healthcare, edu-
cational, corporate headquar-
ters, resort village, justice facil-
ity, light manufacturing, and
advanced technology construc-
tion in Colorado and the
Rocky Mountain region. 

Before becoming president,
Johnson had served as vice
president of the company
where his primary responsibili-
ties included business develop-
ment and formation of the
special projects division. He is
a current board member of the
Penrose Hospital Community
Board and chair of the Penrose
Foundation Capital
Campaign; the YMCA of the
Pikes Peak Region; Wells
Fargo Bank-Colorado Springs
Community Board of
Directors; Downtown
Partnership Board of
Directors; Associated General
Contractors-Colorado board

member; and a member of the
K-State Alumni Foundation
Board of Trustees.

“Tau Beta Pi bestows this
honor annually to a company
committed to high standards
and quality performance in
the engineering profession,”
said Dick Hayter, assoc. dean

and Tau Beta Pi advisor. “GE
Johnson is an excellent repre-
sentative of that standard.”

Leader of the Year reflects
an individual whose leadership
exemplifies the traits that 
K-State engineering strives to
instill in its student body.

“We could not have chosen
a better role model than Jim
Johnson,” Hayter said.

Dyer named Fellow of
the Association for
Women in Science

A long record of promoting
women in science and engi-
neering has earned Ruth Dyer,
professor of electrical and
computer engineering and
associate provost at Kansas
State University, the designa-
tion of Fellow of the
Association for Women in
Science. 

Dyer is one of seven indi-
viduals recognized with fellow
status by the association this
year. The Association for
Women in Science is dedicat-
ed to achieving equity and full
participation for women in
science, mathematics, engi-
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neering, and technology. Its
fellows program recognizes
women and men who have
demonstrated exemplary com-
mitment to helping women
achieve in the science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathe-
matics fields. 

She served as faculty adviser
to K-State’s student chapter of
the Society of Women
Engineers from 1990–98. She
was named special assistant to
the K-State provost in 1998
and asked to oversee gender
issues, including management
of the K-State Mentoring
Program for Women and
Minorities in Science and
Engineering. 

Dyer currently serves as

principal investigator of 
K-State’s ADVANCE
Institutional Transformation
Award from the National
Science Foundation. The pro-
ject has created various men-
toring and professional devel-
opment programs to enhance
the recruitment, retention,
and advancement of women
faculty in the science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathe-
matic disciplines. 

A K-State faculty member
since 1983, Dyer earned the
rank of full professor in 1997.
She earned a bachelor’s and a
master’s in biochemistry from
K-State and a doctorate in
mechanical engineering from
the University of Kentucky.

Rich Gallagher

James Johnson
Tom Logan

Ruth Dyer

Take a few minutes to send us your
job changes, births, deaths, professional
or other activities, your retirement, or
remembrances you’d like to share. Send
your news to Impact by mail, e-mail, or
fax, as listed below.

Want your classmates to contact you?
We will include your e-mail address. You
must indicate that you want this infor-
mation printed.

Send to:

IMPACT Editor
Engineering Communications
Kansas State University
133 Ward Hall
Manhattan, KS 66506-2508

or e-mail: impact@engg.ksu.edu

or FAX: 785-532-6952



Seaton Society members are those who contribute
$500 or more annually to funds in the College of
Engineering. The college recognizes those members
below who contributed between 1/1/2005 and
12/31/2005:

Martha Alford
Arnold and Terrie Allemang
Stan and Enid Barnett
Tom and Marilyn Barrett
George Breidenthal
Ron and Phyllis Choate
Wright and Jaclyn Cochran
Gib and Brenda Compton
Randy and Jacquie Coonrod
Ruth Coonrod
Dick and Mary Elizabeth Corbin
Wanda Culbertson
Joe and Sherry Downey
Gary and Peggy Edwards
Larry and Holly Engelken
Larry and Laurel Erickson
Ike and Letty Evans
Lucile Hawks
Brent and Bonnie Heidebrecht
Mark and Mary Hutton
Jim and Laura Johnson
Patrick and Rhonda Johnston
Iris Karl
Faye Kaul
Drake and Eileen Knapp
Samuel and Martha Logan
Debbie Malone
Dean and Lavon Morton
Laree Mugler
Phillip and Jean Myers
Tom and Connie Paulson
Perry and Virginia Peine
Charley Ponton Jr
Keith Pugh
Bret Rose
Stacy and Robin Sawyer
Rhea and Pat Serpan
Hal and Mary Siegele
Dean and Sharon Skaer
Lloyd and Sarah Smith
D L and Suzy Smith
Robert and Peggy Smith
Allen Smoll
David Smoot
Virgil and Jane Snell
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley
Ernest and Susan Straub III
James and Barbara Taylor
Timothy and Sharon Taylor
Richards and Viki Teichgraeber
Steve and Kay Theede
Del and Sharon Thielman
Edwin and Eunice Wambsganss
Keith White
Bradford and Cynthia Wick
Chuck Wilson Jr
Wayne and Mary Wittenberger

Kent and Kathy Casey
Chad and Alley Christenson
Gary and Barbara Clark
Bill and Janice Clarkson
Stephen Cmiel
Roger and Nancy Coulter
Paul and Norma Crawford
Max and Linda DaMetz
Bob and Sandy Davis
Raymond and Nancy DeLong
Christopher DeWaal
Pete and Marcy Dimond
Michael and Ollie Dole
Tansukhlal and Savitri Dorawala
Michael and Anna Dove
John Downey and Shannan Seely
Loring and Kathryn DuBois
Mark Evans
Keith and Betty Fager
Jon and Mary Feldhausen
Donald and Signe Ferguson
Gene and Genevieve Fieldhammer
Kevin Forrest
Philip Frazier
Jim Gathers
Jerry and Janice Gfeller
Paul and Joyce Giovagnoli
Calvin and Joy Gooden
Robert and Kathleen Goodwin
David Gumminger
Paul and Patricia Habiger
Daryle and Arlene Hager
Nolan and Suzanna Hake
Richard and Imogene Hanson
Kip and Sheri Hanzlicek
Darren and Erin Harvey
Kenneth and Martha Hass
Jay and Therese Hathaway
Linda Hester
Dean Hiebert and Susan Allison-Hiebert
Ray and Marlene Hightower
Steven and Valerie Hill
James and Betty Holman
James and Mary Holub
James and Thomasyne Hubert
Robert and Jeanette Huizenga
Henry and Janet Hyndman Jr
Sherry Irsik
Beverly Jaderborg
Thomas Jaehne
Don and Donna Jermain
Lois Johnson
Kenneth and Marilyn Johnston
Michael Keegan
Larry Keehn
Ronald and Joan Kelly
Jim and Jane Kent
Dennis and Kelli Kerschen
Dallas Kibbe
Brian and Lori Killen
James and Susan Koelliker
Charles and Linda Kuhn
Donna Lee
Alan and Janice Levin
Chris and Maritza Lewis
Thomas and Nancy Logan
Jim and Terrie Loyd
Robert and Mardell MacKendrick Jr
Kristopher Mailen
Lewis and Marjorie Martin
Terry and Sherry Mayhill
Mark and Yvonna McAfee
Jonas and Diep McBride
Robert McKay
Jim and Jo McKinnis
Thomas and Nancy McMillen
Jamie Meeks and Betsy Sloan-Meeks
Robert and Betty Meyer

Rick and Marcia Adams
Jack and Dena Albright
Jimmy and Sandra Allen
Dale and Betty Allen
Christopher Althoff
Lisa Anderson
Norman and Malinda Anderson
John Atherton
P T and Tori Baehr
Janice Bailey
Jack and Alberta Bailie
Willis and Beth Barrett
Larry Beil II and Hedy Devero-Beil
Marty Berggren
Jim Blakely
Russell Bone and Joyce Ostrander-Bone
Jeffrey and Trixie Bone
Ronald Boyd
Bob and Linda Brown Jr
Kim and Conee Brown
Michael and Pamela Brown
Mark and Brenda Brown
Loyd and Patsy Brumfield
Wayne and Stephanie Buhrer
John and Heather Button
Joseph and Wilma Byers
Murray Campbell
Tom and Rosaline Carlisle
William and Cathryn Carter Jr
Bill and Ronda Cary

David and Diana Andrews
John and Ethelyn Baker
Walt and Mardi Belter
Wayne and Marla Benyshek
Steve and Deloris Berland
Jerry and Barbara Boettcher
Lyn and Jerri Boyer
Arden and Karen Bradshaw
William and Barbara Bucher
Robert Calisti
Marie Cecil
Do Sup and Okkyung Chung
Peter and Helen Cooper
Warren Corbet
James and Patty Dancer
Matthew and Lynn Dassow
Richard DeFries
Gary and Rebecca Dick
Lionel and Debra D'Luna
Scott and Deborah Dodge Sr

Walt Bellairs
Dave and Virginia Braun
Marlin Breer and Joan Russell
Michael and Rhondax Brennan
Dave and Tammy Douglass
Terrence Dunn
L T and Eva Fan
Rod and Sara Finkle
Donald Gemaehlich
Gordon and Joyce Goering

Bill Brungardt
Chuck and Linda Burton
Richard and Marilee Donaldson
Terry and Ann Ecklund
Gilbert and Jane Ferguson
Doug and Caryn Firebaugh
Jerry and Rebecca Harkey
Rex and Rebecca Hillman
Joe and Pamela Hodges
Kevin and Dianne Honomichl
Cleve Humbert
Neal and Susan Johnson
Rich and Hannah Kerschen
Greg and Nicole Korte
Todd and Julie Korte
Mary Lipper
Steve and Donna McKinnis
Ed and Jeanne Mulcahy Jr
Edmond and Janice Murray Jr
David Nall
Donald and June Prigmore
Dennis Rottinghaus
Robert Sextro
Howard and Patricia Sherwood
Bob and Lila Snell
Matthias and Dorothy Strahm V
Larry and Eleanor Strecker
Charles and Karen Stryker
Debbie Swinney
Jim Tadtman
Bob and Bernita Thorn
Tony and Denise Veith

Director 
$10,000 to $99,999

Executive 
$5,000 to $9,999

Leadership Circle 
$1,000 to $2,499

Colleague 
$500 to $999

Partner 
$2,500 to $4,999

Ray and Barbara Adee
Clifford Alcorn
Arnold and Terrie Allemang
James and Betty Allen Jr
Stan and Enid Barnett
Tom and Marilyn Barrett
Vonnie Bateman
Walt Bellairs
Bill and Phyllis Binford
Marlin Breer and Joan Russell
Franklin and Elizabeth Burke
Chuck and Linda Burton
Charley Carter
E. Eugene Carter and Rita Rodriguez
Wright and Jaclyn Cochran
Gib and Brenda Compton
Carl and Donna Coonrod
Dick and Mary Elizabeth Corbin

Roger and Nancy Coulter
Terry and Tara Cupps
Stuart and Janie Curtis
Dean Dillon†
Richard and Marilee Donaldson
Joe and Sherry Downey
Loring and Kathryn DuBois
Gary and Peggy Edwards
Ike and Letty Evans
Gordon and Joyce Goering
William Hauber
Lucile Hawks
Ralph† & Virginia Hermon
Ken and Mary Hewson
Virginia Honstead
Mark and Margaret Hulings
Cleve Humbert
James and Helen Hurley

Bob and Lila Snell
Howard Spainhour
John and Martha Stack
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley
Keith Steyer
Charles and Karen Stryker
Robert and Ann Syler
Timothy and Sharon Taylor
Steve and Kay Theede
Del and Sharon Thielman
Frank and Barbara Tillman
Charles Tillotson
Bob and Betty Tointon
Edwin and Eunice Wambsganss
Chuck Wilson Jr
Wayne and Mary Wittenberger

Gerald and Arlene Oppliger
Clair and Sara Palmer
Perry and Virginia Peine
Charley Ponton Jr
Keith Pugh
Don and Lynne Rathbone
Alwin Rector
Ken Rice
Stan and Donna Rieb
Dennis and Merlene Ruckert
Jim and Linda Schroeder
Gilbert and Debra Selsor
Rhea and Pat Serpan
Joe Shepek
Hal and Mary Siegele
Dean and Sharon Skaer
Lloyd and Sarah Smith
Allen Smoll

Meilang Hwang
Bruce and Jeane Johnson
Gary and Helen Johnston
Linda Lee
Mildred Lee
Don and Anne Lenhert
Tse and Tzi Lin PE
Samuel and Martha Logan
Harold and Olympia Lonsinger
Mike and Cindy Manley
Gary and Judy Marshall
Kenneth and Kay Martin
Dean and Lavon Morton
Laree Mugler
Elmer and Vivian Munger
Phillip and Jean Myers
Carl and Janet Nuzman
Dale and Marceline Olson

Founder: The Seaton Society awards lifetime membership to its founders. Each has made a commitment in excess of $100,000 to engineering education excellence.

Every effort has been made to produce a comprehensive listing of donors for the calendar year Jan. 1, 2005, through Dec. 31, 2005. We apologize for any incorrect listings, misspellings, or omissions,
and extend our sincerest thanks for your support. Questions about the donor list should be directed to Mitzi Richards, Senior Director of Development, College of Engineering, Kansas State Foundation,
2323 Anderson Ave. Suite 500, Manhattan, KS 66502, 785-532-7542 or 800-432-1578.

Kirk and Teresa Miller
Troy and Debbie Miller
Mark and Jean Miller
Gene and Mary Mingle
Allen and Wendy Moon
Kyle and Betty Moran
Robert and Barbara Moyer
Kathleen Mundhenke
Maria Munoz
Kyle and Sharon Murdock
Charles Neighbor
Kent and Trina Nettleingham
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Brian and Deborah Newcomer
Bruce Noe
Kurt and Theresa Nuss
Tracy Olivier
Robert Olmstead
Ross and Lise Ostenberg
Larry and Mary Owen
Raymond Owen
Patrick and Chardell Parke
Jim and Linda Pearson Jr
Kenneth and Carol Pecis
Curt Pedersen
Robert and Barbara Phelps
Russel and Lynne Pinkerton
Ronald and Melody Plemons
Van and Sharon Pooler
Marc and Jody Ramsdale
Kirk and Kimberly Reid
Thatcher and Anne Reist
Steve and Eleanor Reiter
Mary Rezac and Peter Pfromm
Jerry and Margaret Robertson
William and Martha Ross
LeWayne and Linda Rothers
Ira Rundell
Donald and Ann Schaechtel
Brian and Patty Scheibmeir
Deanna Schmidt
Joe and Tammy Schmidt
Donald and Phyllis Schultz
Richard and Marian Shimer
Jim and Robin Siefkin
Mark Singleton
Clyde and Evonne Sprague
Ashik Srinivasan
Richard and Jane Steele
Tom and Jan Stegmann
Christine Steichen
Steve and Diana Steps
Curtis and Jill Stewart
John and Gale Stewart
Kenneth and Marguerite Stuckey
Alan and Sharon Sylvester
Marlin and Peggy Taylor
Ronnie and Heather Thomas
Eugene and Barbara Thorson
Reuben and Helen Vanderwilt Jr
Rex Vernon
Marcia Watkins
John and Betty Weese
Richard Weidler
Lloyd and Rene Weller
Nathan and Trina West
Kerry and Donna Williams
Landra Wilson
John and Mary Wilson
James and Martha Winzeler
Robert and Sheryl Wiruth
Don and Treva Wiruth
Jennifer Wright
Clinton and Mary Young
Naiqian and Yabao Zhang
John and Patricia Zimmerman
Debra Zoloty

† = deceased

Charles and Joan Dorgan
August and Donna Dornbusch Jr
Les and Melba Doty
Robert DuBois†
Charles and Jean Eby
Martin and Melodee Eby Jr
Blaine and Carolyn Englund
Steven and Cathy Fairbanks
Eddie and Carol Fowler
Jerry and Donna Friesen
Richard and Linda Gallagher
Mark and Susie Galyardt
Sanjay and Renu Gattani
Matthew and Tara Gazaway
Jim and Nancy Gieber
William and Susan Goodman
Randy and Deborah Groves
Marvin Hachmeister and Marjory 

Mortvedt
Jeffrey and Martha Hamilton
Roger and Nancy Hammerschmidt
Mark and Betty Hanson
Todd and Janell Harman
John and Colleen Harrison
David and Susan Haverkamp
Richard and Barbara Hayter
Duane and Mary Henderson
James and Barbara Hengelfelt
Perry and Erin Henry
James and Jada Hill
Art and Georganne Hiser
Mark and Beth Hodges
Joe and Nancy Holland
Phil and Jeannie Hollis
Carl and Terri Hopkins
Rodney and Kay Horn
Darrell and Nancy Hosler
Edward and Ming Hsu
Kay Hummels
Henry and Chai-Chong Hwang
Steven and Diana Janda
Scott and Connie Jaynes
James and Judith Johnson
Thomas Adamec and Diane Johnson 

Adamec
Gary and Helen Johnston
Jane Jordan
Ray Kennedy
William and Rebecca Kennedy Jr
Greg and Lori Kern
Terry and Kathleen King
Carol and Shawn Kinkade
Douglas and Jodi Kirkland
Craig and Deborah Koehn
Paul and Stacia Kolbeck
Bradley and Joyce Kramer
David and Hope Krug
Mike and Vera Lackey
Rex and Janet Largent
Don and Anne Lenhert
Jeffrey and Joy Lessman
Jerry and Lori Marr
Larry Martin
Warren McElroy
Raymond Meisenheimer
Thomas and Joan Mistler
Phillip and Janice Morris
Joe and Donna Murphy
Ernest and Betty Nelson
William Nixon
Otto and Ruth Oberhelman Jr
Gerald and Arlene Oppliger
David and Deborah Orr
Clair and Sara Palmer
Max and Judith Peterson
Robert and Chris Prince
Gur and Tej Ranhotra
Anita Ranhotra

Preston and Norma Goodwin
Wayne and Barbara Harms
Carl and Mary Ice
David and Nancy Kays
Mary Lee Kind
Mark Larson and Donna Kottwitz
Ken and Ellen Lewis Sr
Scott and Karen Love
Al and Inger Olsen
Robert Reay and Judith Fan
Dennis and Merlene Ruckert
Dan and Marsha Ryser
Vernon and Loma Wegerer
Dennis and Madelyn Yeo

Rick and Kiran Ranhotra
Jimmy Rash
Don and Lynne Rathbone
Alwin Rector
James and Sandra Reilly
Dennis Rogalsky
Michael Rogers
Haven and Barbara Rolander
Grover Rundell
Fred and Barbara Sachen
Donald Schmidt
Kevin and Polly Schoen
Keith and Jenelle Schoonover
Glenard and Linda Schuman
Randell Sedlacek and Mary Ventura
Dennis and Vicki Shanks
Charles and Connie Sheppard
William and Karen Shump
John and Linda Shupe
Douglas and Jane Smith
Robert and Colleen Snell Jr
Loren Sprouse
Bill and Susan Stannard
Al and Mary Stecklein
Austin and Joan Stedham
Keith Steyer
Fred and Lois Stoller
Donald Stuewe
Kenneth and Coleta Suiter
Norman and Donna Tetlow
Bob and Betty Tointon
Alice Trussell
Greg and Sara Tucker
Gary Turner
Jeffrey and Lisa Vander Laan
James Walker
Herb and Mary Sue Whitney
Brian and Cheryl Wichman
Carl Wilson
Joseph Young
David and Sharon Zimmerman
Robert and Patricia Zrubek
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Kansas State University
1046 Rathbone Hall
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During five calling sessions, Feb. 12–16, student efforts for the 2006 Engineering
Telefund netted $307,089 in pledges from alumni across the nation. With the money
raised going towards funding of scholarships and student projects, the 232 volunteers
averaged just more than $1300 per caller.

Nationally and internationally recognized as one of the most effective and productive
collegiate telephone campaigns, K-State’s Telefund has provided nearly $20 million for
scholarships and educational benefits in its first 26 years.

IMPACT is published twice a year
by the Kansas State University
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Manhattan, KS 66506-2588. It is
available on the Web at
www.engg.ksu.edu.
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