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By BILL MILLIER

(This nrticle n.gmem‘e:‘l In the Novem-
beor lssue of the Iansas State IBngineer.)

Remember the flrat thne you cams
through Manhattan?  You were on
your way to Topelka, or Kansng Clly,
or perhaps K-State was your destina-
tlon.,  Whalever your purpose wasg,
long before you reached the city, you
gauw  In Lhe distance a mammoth
KKK on the west slope of Mt., Pros-
pect. You soon discovered Lhat those
two lettery identifled thig asg the loca-
[tion of Kansas State College.

Since Lhen, you've learned Lo he
[prond of the “KS8" and the rising
cspivit of IK-State Lhat it stands for.
FYou have o right to he proud of it,

To many of you, and to Lhousands
of wlumni, the Lwo giant lettery bring
fup associntions of a thoroughly down
"lu carth nature. Maybe you have a
[pair of lhalkig that are well splattered
“willh whitewash ag a memento of Lthe
day you helped clean up Lhe "K',
Sinee the ddea way flrgt concelived,
"Lhe financing, construction or main-
ctenance ol Lhese symbols hag, ol one
"lime or another, involved almost cv-
cery engineer Lhat has altended this
scehool, ¢
The story of Lthe project goes bhack
Lo geveral years hefore Che construe-
Vtion of the "I was actually begun,
cStudents talked about it until finally
Done elass built o “IC of lonse rock
on Bluemont hill.  Thig didn't last
Clong, so the next best ldea was a re-
linforeed concrele letter, In 1921, the
| Civil Engineering Society took the
lead in promoting such a permanent
[letter, The General Buglineering Sem-
| inar voted funds sufficient to bulld
iiL, and classey were dismissed when
reverything wag ready to go, The En-
gineers marched out to the hill, led

History of ‘K-Hill’ Involves
Most College Engineers Since 1920

"by a brass band, and by the end of
lllm firsl day's work, it was nearly |
completed. The next day, the finish- |
ing louches were put on. This frgl,
lelter ig al a 40 degree slope, and is |
~anchored by eables and concrete lugs,
~Such a letter would cost over a thou-
psand dollars to build at present prices.
. ISveryons wasg in favor of the im-
medinte addition of an “S", but no-
hody did anything aboul it until 1930,
NSigmacran members organlzed o come-
~mitbes to promote the aecond lottoy,
cand the General lngineering Semi-
jnar soen decided that they would do
"tha worl, I the rest of the school
Swould furnish the finances.

P Jtive hundred dollars was pretty hig
{money in the thirties, so Lthat turned
Lout to be quite a problem, After spon-
soring tag day, movies, hoxing match-
es, and promoting donations from
laculty, business men, and $126 from
Lthe Seminar treasury, they finally sue-

ceeded In ralsing enough cash,

This section of the hill required
consgiderable preparatory worlk, and a
day wag spent cleaving and leveling it
off to the slant of the hill, On May
10, clagses were dismlsged and the
Engineers started in on the *S", Rain
hinlted the work at noon, so the crew
went to the Manhattan Community
House for barbecned sandwiches. The
rain soon stopped, and by six p. m.,
the job was completed.  An army
searchlight  was gpolted in on Lhe
hill, and the chairman of the com-
mittee presented the letter Lo Lhe
College and the clty of Manhaltan in
an #pproprinte ceremony, Dy, J, 1.
Willard represented the College, and
Mayor Hurvst Majors, the city.

The latest echapter of Lhig story was
hegun  when it bhecame  common
kknowledge that Lthe property on which
the letters are located had changed
owners several times. No clear cul
agreement assuring tha Kngineers the
right to maintain the letters could he
found, so o movement to acqulire title
to the lund was hogun,

Sigma Tau took this on as a project
in 1937 and several solutions were at-
tempted. IFunds were not available
to huy Lhe entire 28 acre tract, sul
proceedings were hegun to have the |
section get aslde as o park. Thilg wag
not suceessful, and a practical solu-
Lion was agreed upon only last spring.

In exchange for a 220 oot strip of
land, ifncluding enough area for the
“C oplus easement rights permitling
entrance at any Lime, Sigma Tau
memberyg agreed to survey and sub-
divide 30 acres of' property for the
land owner. This was completed he-
fore the end of the '47 gchool year,
after many  Fridays and Saturdays
of hard work involving every mem-
ber of the honorary fraternity,

In an all-school assembly on QOc-
tober 16, 1947, Lhe deed was pre-
gented to the college by Prof. 1., V.,
White, taculty sponsor of Sigmua Tau
and conslstent promaoter of this proj-
ecl for over 10 years. President
Elisenhower accepled for the College,

[funds from the EKngineering Coun-
cil and Sigma Tau financed lighting
of the freshly «whitowashoad <3087
the night belore homecoming  this
year, Anarmy genrchlight was played
on K-ITill from the top of Sunset LLill,

According to tradition, IMreshman
Bngineers have Lthe Important respon-
gibility for cleaning and whitewash-
ing the lotters ench fall semester. All
of those who have had some part in
maintaining or building the “IKX8'" can
be proud that they have helped build
a very real part of Xansas State’s tra-
dition,




