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INTRODUCTION
USAID uses this material to report its development results to Congress. Your contribution of data is
critical to Congress’s understanding of development and the future funding of such programs. This

information forms the basis of ALO’s dissemination of partnership results to USAID and other donor
organizations and is communicated throughout the higher education community.

Partnership Title: Media Relations for Science Reporting and Environmental Advocacy: Facilitating
Higher Education Leadership and Administration at Gorno-Altaisk State University
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Host Country(ies): Russian Federation
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E-mail: Erickson: lerick@ksu.edu/Spears: jdspears@ksu.edu

Host Country Partnership Director(s): Victor Lukyanenko
E-mail:flf@gasu.ru or office@gasu.ru

Host Country/Region USAID Mission Contact: Nikita Pisnyachevsky
Partnership Web Site (if any): http://www.engg.ksu.edu/HSRC/international/altai.html

Period Covered by this Report: October 1, 2004 — March 31, 2005. (If the partnership started after
October 1, 2004, then please change the preceding date accordingly.)

! Revised March 31, 2005



INSTRUCTIONS

e As feasible, ensure that both the U.S. and overseas partners are involved in the writing of this report.
It is the lead U.S. institution’s responsibility to submit this report by the due date to ALO.

e Please include as much information as necessary to fully answer the questions. The boxes below
expand.

e Mail or e-mail the completed report to your primary contact at ALO by April 30, 2005.

e Share a copy of this report with the appropriate person(s) at the host country USAID Mission.

PARTNERSHIP PROFILE

In approximately 250 words, please provide an executive summary of your higher education partnership,
describing the key development issue(s) it addresses, its overall objectives, primary activities,
anticipated and unanticipated development outcomes, successes, and challenges to date. The
information you provide will be particularly valuable for us in our dissemination efforts to USAID and
the higher education community through print and on-line publications.

There is currently no journalism training offered in the Altai Republic, even though writing and
communication are taught as part of the Russian and Altaian languages and foreign languages
departments at GASU. The goals of this project are to jointly design a journalism and media relations
curriculum focusing on science reporting and environmental advocacy, create a model for professional
internships for university students from underserved groups, and improve GASU’s capacity for media
relations. The project will result in the improvement and extension of university course offerings
through the use of information technology applications, increased access to higher education for under-
served groups, development of a continuing education program to address local needs, and
establishment of an internship program.

Several exchange visits have occurred during this project. GASU representatives visited Kansas
in October 2003 and April 2004 to participate in and observe journalism and media relations courses,
review course materials for use at GASU, and meet with representatives of relevant departments and
organizations related to project objectives. U.S. partners traveled to the Altai Republic in October 2003,
April/May 2004, July 2004 and January 2005 to work with local journalists and GASU partners on
developing and delivering workshops for journalists and curriculum development activities. GASU and
U.S. partners traveled to Kyiv, Ukraine in January 2005 to establish connections with environmental
journalism programs to further develop the program. An American journalism student interned at GASU
during the fall 2004 semester and is currently studying journalism in St. Petersburg.

These activities increase GASU’s capacity to provide continuing education for working
journalists and to train future journalists. GASU is also increasing its capacity to host foreign students.
Providing continuing education for journalists will improve the quality of news reporting. Project
activities have strengthened the relationship between GASU and journalists in the Republic. Because of
this project, GASU has been able to share information on the work of the university in the areas of the
environment and international programs.



QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

1.

In one or two sentences, state the overall objective of your higher education partnership and its
intended development results:

The goals of this project are to jointly design a journalism and media relations curriculum
focusing on science reporting and environmental advocacy, create a model for professional
internships for university students from underserved groups, and improve GASU’s capacity for
media relations. The project will result in the improvement and extension of university course
offerings through the use of information technology applications, increased access to higher
education for under-served groups, development of a continuing education program to address
local needs, and establishment of an internship program.

What activities have the partner institutions undertaken during this reporting period to achieve
the stated partnership objectives and development outcomes?

a. U.S. partners traveled to GASU in January 2005 to work with local journalists and university
partners.

b. U.S. and GASU partners traveled to Ukraine in January 2005 to develop connections with the
Institute of Journalism at the Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University. Copies of ALO grant
reports and the video documentary of the project were provided.

c. U.S. and GASU partners met with USAID mission staff at the Kyiv and Moscow Missions to
discuss the project and development of partnerships with institutions in Ukraine. Copies of ALO
grant reports and the video documentary of the project were provided.

d. Abby Mills, a Kansas journalist and University of Kansas student was awarded an
undergraduate National Security Education Program fellowship. She was previously a
participant in the summer 2004 exchange and helped to deliver workshops for journalists. She is
currently spending a year in Russia to study journalism. She was in the Altai Republic from
September 2004 to January 2005. During her stay, she was involved in exchanging information
on Russian and U.S. media issues. Mills is the first international student GASU has hosted. She
is currently studying journalism at St. Petersburg State and collecting curriculum resources that
will be transferred to GASU.

e. Marie Steichen, project evaluator, conducted interviews and focus groups with KSU exchange
participants and students who completed the journalism course modified as a result of this
project.

f. The partners are developing a website to house resources for journalist that have been created
as part of this project.

How have these activities strengthened (or will they ultimately strengthen) the capacity of the
lead host country higher education institution(s)?

These activities increase GASU’s capacity to provide continuing education for working
journalists and to train future journalists. Received curriculum materials from environmental
journalism program in Kyiv which will be used at GASU.

GASU is also increasing its capacity to host foreign students.

How have these activities benefited the local host country community?

Providing continuing education for journalists will improve the quality of news reporting.
Project activities have strengthened the relationship between GASU and journalists in the
Republic. Because of this project, GASU has been able to share information on the work of the
university in the areas of the environment and international programs.

Students in the English Language program at GASU have had opportunities to work with native
English speakers, something that is not otherwise available in that region. U.S. project
participants have regularly lectured in GASU English classes on topics such as media relations,
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the structure of U.S. higher education programs, and cultural diversity in the U.S. Directly as a
result of this project, Abby Mills, a journalist who has worked for the Lawrence-Journal World
and is a journalism/Russian major at the University of Kansas, was in residence at GASU for the
fall 2004 semester. Mills conducted workshops and discussion groups for GASU students in
journalism and engaging in Russian and English language tutorials with GASU foreign language
students. U.S. partners have also lectured at the Altaian National Gymnasium and Lyceum,
schools serving the indigenous Altaian population.

How have these activities benefited (or will they ultimately benefit) the lead U.S. institution(s)
and the local U.S. community?

During the January 2005 visit to Ukraine, the partners developed many contacts with potential
new collaborators. A planning grant for collaboration in sustainable agriculture, including work
with the environmental journalism program in Kyiv, was submitted and future grant writing
endeavors are planned. Expanding the existing partnership to an additional country will help us
develop new opportunities for collaborative activities.

List other collaborating U.S. and host country institutions (e.g., NGOs, community-based
organizations, government agencies, small businesses, other higher education institutions, etc.)
and describe their involvement in partnership activities during this reporting period:

U.S.

Civil Society Group — Mike Cuenca and Cynthia Annett have worked with project partners to
advance the project. Cuenca is a former journalism professor and Annett is an environmental
scientist. They have produced a short (12 minute) documentary that has been distributed to
USAID missions in Moscow and Kyiv and to project partners and participants, and are
continuing the development of a full-length documentary on the partnership. They are currently
negotiating with PBS stations in Kansas and surrounding states to air the full-length
documentary during fall 2005. Annett was instrumental in developing connections with new
potential partners in Ukraine.

Altai Republic

Gorny Altai (State Television Radio Company) — Reporters met with partners in January 2005.
Broadcast three news reports on the partnership meeting.

Zvezda Altaya (newspaper) — Reporters met with partners in January 2005.

The Postscriptum (newspaper) - Reporters met with partners in January 2005.

The Yrustu (newspaper for young Altaians, published in the Altaian language) - Reporters met
with partners in January 2005 and interviewed KU student Abby Mills for a story.

Ukraine
Institute of Journalism at the Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University —The institute
provided publications/curriculum on environmental journalism program in Ukraine.

Institute for Agroecology, Agricultural Academy of Science - Exchanged information on
programs and projects. Discussed possible future areas of collaboration.

Fulbright Office in Ukraine — Hosted a presentation on the project for Ukrainian alumni of the
Fulbright program.

Association of Ukrainian Cities — Exchanged information on programs and projects. Discussed
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possible future areas of collaboration.

Ecological Committee, Ukrainian Parliament - Exchanged information on programs and
projects. Discussed possible future areas of collaboration.

7. | What have been your partnership’s greatest successes during this reporting period? Has your

partnership also experienced any unanticipated successes?

If YES, please fully describe:

Yes. Developing relationships and connections with several institutions in Kyiv was our greatest
success and also unanticipated. The connections established in January 2005 will help to expand
the partnership in new and unexpected ways. It is possible that GASU and the Institute of
Journalism in Kyiv will establish exchange and internship programs between the two
institutions.

During this reporting period, a relationship was also established between GASU, US partners
and the Altaian Music Academy, which serves the indigenous Altaian population and provides
instruction in indigenous music. The partners are exploring a cultural exchange and Dustina
Abrahamson, a Haskell student and participant in a previous ALO grant, will work on this
project during her graduate studies at KU.

During the last reporting period, U.S. partners collected and delivered disaster recovery materials
donated by the Red Cross to GASU. The purpose was to assist with earthquake recovery efforts.
Use of these materials assisted Dr. Tatiana Lukyanenko, dean of psychology, in securing funding
during the current reporting period from the Russian government to provide services to
earthquake stricken communities.

8. | Has your partnership encountered any challenges during this reporting period?

Yes.

If YES, please fully describe:

Partners from the U.S. and Russian institutions visited Kyiv during the final stages of the so
called “Orange Revolution”, creating a challenging situation in arranging travel from Siberia and
securing permission for the trip.

9. | Has your partnership informed policy at the institutional, community or national levels in the
host country through policy relevant research consultations, analysis, advice and/or direct
assistance (e.g., helped increase the enrollment or participation of underserved students, adopted
a policy of service to the community etc.)?

Yes.

If YES, please fully describe:

The international program at GASU has expanded to include students in the humanities and
social sciences, requiring the formalization of the program at an institutional level (previously
had been focused on the science department). In particular, by expanding the program to include
students in the Altaian language program we have provided a direct link between the Altaian
language schools and media outlets and journalism training in the U.S.

10. | Has your partnership conducted collaborative research during this reporting period to address a

development problem in the host country?
No.
If YES, please fully describe:
11. | Has your partnership adapted curricula or introduced methods of instruction relevant to host-

country development needs during this reporting period?
Yes.
If YES, please fully describe:




We have obtained materials from the environmental journalism program in Kyiv, including a
textbook written by one of their faculty. This material is being translated into Russian from
Ukrainian by GASU faculty and will be incorporated into future courses. We are currently
obtaining materials from other Russian institutions, including textbooks, which can be adapted to
GASU course offerings.

12.

Has your partnership undertaken activities to prepare individuals for participation in the host
country’s workforce?

Yes.

If YES, are some of these efforts targeted to underserved or disadvantaged groups? Please fully
describe:

We are designing curriculum and an intern program for students interested in journalism, and are
creating materials to help working journalists in the host country. The population of the Altai
Republic is 30% indigenous Altaian. This population is represented proportionately at GASU
and there are many indigenous Altaian reporters and newspapers printed in the Altaian language.

One of the participants in the summer exchange, Abby Mills, was in residence at GASU on an
NSEP fellowship during this reporting period. Mills was an intern at the Lawrence Journal
World during her undergraduate education at the KU School of Journalism and is providing
GASU partners with examples of her experience as an intern. Mills previously hosted GASU
partner representatives on a tour of the KU student-run newspaper in Kansas.

13.

Has your partnership been involved in community outreach activities in the host country during
this reporting period?

Yes.

If YES, please fully describe:

U.S. partners gave lectures at the Altaian National Gymnasium and Lyceum, schools which
serve the indigenous Altaian population. U.S. partners interacted on several occasions with local
journalists.

14.

Has your partnership been involved in building the host country’s trade capacity during this
reporting period?

Yes.

If YES, please fully describe:

Ecotourism is a primary economic development activity in the Altai Republic. Ecotourism is
directly dependent upon public perceptions of environmental quality. Our work to improve the
reporting of environmental issues can help to avoid dissemination of misinformation or
exaggerated reports of public health concerns, as has been common in the media. By linking
journalists directly to scientists and health experts at GASU we hope to improve the quality of
information provided to journalists. One of the participants in the summer 2004 exchange was a
journalism professor with a background in nursing and public health, and materials provided to
GASU as examples for use in courses focus on appropriate techniques for reporting disease
outbreaks and health concerns.

15.

How has information about your partnership been disseminated during this reporting period? As
appropriate, please provide ALO with samples of the following as attachments to this report:
e Articles published in the campus, local, national, or international media
Features in any other media (radio, television, Internet, etc.)
Research papers published or presented
Video or DVD productions
Photographs that may be used in future ALO publications (enclose prints or a CD-ROM
with high resolution images)
See appendices.




16.

Outline your partnership’s planned activities for the next six months, paying particular attention
to achieving stated objectives:

1. In Summer 2005, another exchange of environmental/journalism work is planned. Partners
will work together to jointly plan for this exchange.

a) A workshop for journalists focusing on visual communication and photo journalism will be
conducted in July 2005.

b) A group of students and faculty from KU, Haskell Indian Nations University, and Northern
Arizona University will travel to the Altai Republic in July. Their work will focus on
addressing public communication and involvement related to environmental issues.

¢) A KSU graduate student, Wendy Griswold, will spend three months in the Altai Republic,
studying Russian and conducting pre-dissertation research on adult education providers.

2. Follow up visits to Ukraine are planned to continue developing possible avenues of
collaboration.
3. Complete an evaluation report on the project.




QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

This period
(October 1, 2004 -
March 31, 2005)

Since beginning
of ALO funding

How many exchanges has the partnership supported for
host country participants?

Faculty:
Undergraduate
Students:

Graduate Students:
Administrators:1
Others:

Faculty:4
Undergraduate
Students:

Graduate Students:
Administrators:1
Others:

Describe the nature and duration of the exchange(s):

In January 2005, GASU Dean of International Programs traveled to Ukraine to establish connections

with new potential partners.

How many exchanges has the partnership supported for
U.S. participants?

Faculty:
Undergraduate
Students:

Graduate Students:1
Administrators:
Others:1

Faculty:2
Undergraduate
Students:2

Graduate Students: 2
Administrators:
Others:3

Describe the nature, location, and duration of the exchange(s):
In January 2005, U.S. partners traveled to GASU and Ukraine to work with journalists and potential

new partners.

How many internships has the partnership supported? Faculty: Faculty:0
Undergraduate Undergraduate
Students: Students:0
Graduate Students: Graduate Students 0
Administrators: Administrators:0
Others: Others: 0

Describe the nature, location, and duration of the internship(s):

Approximately how many host country nationals have Females:53 Females: 429

been trained (formally/informally, short-term/long-term) | Males:52 Males:424
Total: 105 Total:853

through partnership activities (e.g., degree programs,
certificate programs, seminars, workshops, extension
days, etc.)?

Describe the nature, location, and duration of the training:

3 presentations to GASU English language students (60 people)

2 presentations to students at the Altaian Gymnasium (25 people)
1 presentation to the GASU Russian language department students and faculty (20 people)
1 presentation to students in the region graduating high school

How many times has your partnership
consulted/collaborated with a host country government
entity/organization?

1

2

List and describe the nature of these consultations/collaborations:
In January 2005, representatives from state-run media outlets participated in meetings with U.S. and

Russian partners.

How many times has your partnership participated in host
country government-sponsored panels and/or any other
initiatives to inform policy within the host country?

0

2




This period
(October 1, 2004 -
March 31, 2005)

Since beginning
of ALO funding

List and describe the nature of participation in the panels an

d/or initiatives:

7. | How many new degree programs has your partnership

established?

0

Please indicate the type of degree(s) (e.g., AAs, BAs, MAs, MSs, PhDs), the field(s), and briefly
describe the program(s):

8. | Has your partnership contributed or leveraged

contributions other than cost-share, beyond what was
originally proposed, to strengthen the capacity of host
country higher education institutions?

Estimated total dollar
amount:

0

Estimated total dollar
amount:

$30,800

List separately and estimate dollar amounts:

If you have any additional information or comments about your partnership that you would like

to share, please do so here:

Please be sure to share your progress reports with your primary contact(s) at the host country

USAID Mission.




Appendix A. Media reports and publications

1. Mills, Abby. I was surprised to find the life in two countries so similar. Postscriptum, no. 4. January
27, 2005. Page 6.

2. At our age the science and journalism are very powerful. Postcriptum, no. 4. January 27, 2005. Page
1.

3. The Altai won the heart of the girl. Altaidyng Cholmony, no. 18. February 5, 2005. Page 18.

Article written by Abby Mills, published in the Postscriptum

Ecnu Ob1 BBI mepecexiin 3eMITio Yepe3 €€ IIEHTP, TO Ha IPYToi CTOPOHE 3€MHOTO I1apa, TOJIBKO
HEMHOT0 [o)KHee, oOHapyxuiu O0bl mtaT Kanzac, CHIA.

K coxanenuto, MHE NPUILIOCH €XaTh 00JIee JJIMHHBIM Iy TEM.

OctaBus cBoii oM B OBeprnann [lapke, B Kan3ace, st nepecexia 12 4acoBbIX MOSICOB 3a 1B JHSI,
9TOOBI B TEUCHHE OJTHOTO CEMECTpPA M3ydaTh PyCCKUH s3bIK B [ 'opHO-AnTaiicke. Ciofa s mprexaia B
CeHTsI0pe, a JOMOI BO3BpAIAOCh 22 SHBAPA.

Ho 3TOT pernoH Havan HHTEpeCOBaTh MEHS 3aJ0JIr0 JJO CEHTAOPA.

B utone s e3guna B PecriyOnuky AnTaii B coctaBe rpynibl aMepHKaHIIEB, HCCIIEIOBABIINX
Ka4yecTBO BOJbI. Mbl aHAJIM3UPOBAIM HE TOJIBKO Ka4€CTBO BOJIbI B PA3HBIX PAHOHAX PECIyOIUKH, HO U
TO, KaK 9KOJIOTHYECKHE MPOOIEMbI OCBEIIAIOTCS B POCCHICKOI mpecce. B rpynmy Bxoaumnu mpodeccopa
U CTYJEHTHI IBYX YHUBepcUTEeTOB KaH3aca.

Brnepseie e o coTpynHnyecTBe yHuBepcuteToB Kanzaca u 'opHo-AnTaiicka s ycislaia B
2003 rony, xorna neneranust I'AI'Y npuesxana B Jlopenc, mrat Kanzac. B To Bpemst st paboTana B
MECTHOM ra3eTe u MoJydnia 3aJaHue HalmucaTh CTaThio O paboTe POCCUICKUX YUCHBIX U CTYICHTOB.

OpnHoil n3 neneit coTpyIHUYECTBa ObIIIO OTKPBITUE Ka(eapbl )KyPHAIUCTUKY B YHUBEPCUTETE
I'opHo-Anraiicka. MeHs, cTyI€HTKY 4eTBEpTOro Kypca yHuBepcurera Kanzaca, n3ydaronryro
KYPHAIUCTUKY U PYCCKHI SI3bIK, 3aMHTEPECOBaIa BO3MOKHOCTh U3yU€HHUSI 00EUX CHEUabHOCTEN B
Poccun.

C Tex mop Moii mpodecCHOHABHBIN HHTEPEC K pecnyOynke Antail ctai THYHBIM. 3/1eCh Y MEHS
MOSIBUJIMCH HACTOSIIKE APY3bsl. Uepes Tpu Mecsa s 4yBCTBYIO ceOs 3/1eCh Kak JoMa, M, YeCTHO TOBOPH,
MHE HE XOUEeTCs YEe3KaTh.

KoneuHo, s cKyuaro 1o Ipy3bsM U ceMbe, KoTopble ocTtanuch B CIIIA, n o4eHb X041y yBUAETH UX
cHoBa. Ho 31ech 0ueHb MHOTO€ CTa0 AOPOTUM JJIsl MEHsI, Oiaroapst JI0AM, KOTOpbIE TIOMOTJIU MHE,
KOr'Zia 51 OKa3ajaach B HE3HAKOMOM JJI1 MEHS MUDE.

[lenpocTh 1 OTKPBITOCTh PYCCKUX MOCTOSIHHO yIUBIAIOT MeHs. KomaH1a kapaTucToB,
npuexasmas B ['opHo-AnTtaiick u3 HoBocuOupcka, npuriacuia MeHs K ce0e, YToObI sl CMOIJIa y3HaTh
Oounbmie o npyrux peruonax Poccun. JleBymika, koropas padotaer B Madopmarmonnom bropo, kyna s
4acTO X0XY, PEITI0KHIIa MHE OCTAHOBUTHCS y HEE, Y3HAB O MOUX MpobsieMax ¢ TOCTUHHLIEH.
CoBeplilIeHHO HE3HAKOMBIE JIFOIU, YCIbIIIaB 000 MHE, MPUTJIAIIAIN MEHS B TOCTH, YTOOBI IOMOYb B
U3Y4YEHHH PYCCKOTO S3bIKA.

N 3T0 TOIBKO HECKOJIBKO IPUMEPOB PYyCCKOTO FOCTEPUUMCTBA, C KOTOPBIM 51 CTOJIKHYJIaCh
371ech. S He X04uy CKa3aTh, UTO BCE PYCCKHE FOCTEIPUMMHBI. JTO 3aBUCHUT OT YEJIOBEKa. Sl Takke He
yTBEpPKIalo0, UTO aMEpUKaHIaM 3TO KauecTBO He npucyule. Ho amepukaHckas KybTypa 6osee
MHIMBUYAIUCTUYHAS, U, CJIEI0BATEIbHO, Mbl 00JI€€ 3aKPBITHI IO OTHOILIEHHIO K HE3HAKOMBIM JIFOJISIM.
KoneuHo, y MeHs ecTb apy3bsi B AMEpHUKE, KOTOPbIE BCEr/la TOTOBBI MHE IIOMOUYb, U s, TAK)KE€, HUKOTAa
HE OTKaXy UM B omouu. Ho, kaxercs, 3a Tpu Mecsia npeObiBanus B ['opHO-AnTaiicke, y MeHs
MOSIBUJIOCH CTOJIBKO TAaKHX JIPY3€, CKOJIbKo 3a 21 rox sxu3Hu B KaH3ace.

HecmoTtps Ha cylecTBEeHHbIE pa3iuyKsi B MEHTAJIUTETE, g ObLIa yIUBJIEHA, OOHAPYKUB,
HACKOJIBKO KU3Hb B JIBYX CTpaHax MMoxoxa. AMEpPUKaHIbl U PyCCKHUE CMOTPSAT OJHH U T€ K€ (PUIbMBI,
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CIIyIIAIOT OJHY M TY %€ My3bIKy. MBI Bc€ HHOTJa HEJIOBOJIbHBI IPABUTEIILCTBOM, pabOTOH, y4eOoii, HO
Hac paayroT I€TH, APY3bsl, CEMBS.

Haranbs BanepbeBna beno3epuena

If you drilled a hole through the center of the Earth, beginning in Lawrence, Kansas, and heading
slightly north, you would wind up in the Altai Republic, Russia.

Unfortunately, | had to take the long way around.

I traveled through 12 time zones over two days by plane and bus to reach this remote area of
south-central Siberia. I arrived Sept. 22 to study Russian and left Jan. 22 to continue my studies in St.
Petersburg.

When | tell most people about my year-long program, most understand why | would want to
study in St. Petersburg, but can’t figure out how | wound up in Siberia. | have long thought that the
general apathy of the Western world to Russia outside of Moscow and St. Petersburg did harm to both
countries. | wanted to find out for myself what hidden treasures Russia had to offer. The opportunity
presented itself on a canoe trip down the Kansas River.

I was working as a reporter for the Lawrence Journal-World in the summer of 2003, when a
delegation from Gorno-Altaisk State University visited Lawrence. The group is part of an exchange
between the Siberian university and three Kansas universities: Kansas State University, Haskell Indian
Nations University and my alma mater, the University of Kansas. Members from all of these institutions
gathered in Lawrence for the canoe trip and | was sent to cover the story for the paper. | met with group
organizers to find out what they were working on.

The partnership began with water quality. Kansas and the Altai Republic have similar continental
climates and conditions that lend themselves to similar agricultural activities. The regions share
ecologies and also ecological dilemmas. EMEB has funded scientific exchanges for the past five years to
identify what those problems are in the sphere of water quality, study the extent of the danger, and
develop innovative ways of solving contamination hazards.

A recent addition to the project is journalism. Journalism is an essential part of ecological work
in the sense that journalists explain to politicians and the public at large the issues involved in and
ultimate conclusions of scientific work. The grant aims to compare how journalists go about this work in
each country and help train journalists to accurately “translate” highly technical scientific material.

As a senior journalism student studying Russian and looking for a way to combine my interests,
the grant immediately interested me. Since that time, however, my professional interest in the Altai
Republic has turned personal.

It was difficult to leave the many friends that | made during my four-month stay in Gorno-
Altaisk. I have thought of them every day afterward and the kindness they offered to a girl lost in a
foreign culture will stay with me for the rest of my life. So will the friends themselves. My relationships
there have become so dear to me, crossing the cultural and physical distance between us is more of an
interesting challenge that will have to be solved than any kind of impediment to our friendship.

The kindness and generosity of the Russians I met in Gorno-Altaisk amazed me. A group of girls
from a class in which I had given a lecture thought (correctly) that I may be lonely and invited me to
join in their group of friends. After our first meeting, we were already inseparable. A visiting karate
team from Novosibirsk invited me to stay with them in their own homes just to show me their city. A
woman | knew only because she worked at the Internet café | frequented invited me to stay in her
apartment after hearing about difficulties with renovations in my apartment. These are just a few of the
many examples of the way in which people went out of their way to make me feel welcome.

I, of course, can’t say that all Russians are so hospitable. That obviously varies from person to
person. | also don’t want to imply that Americans are cold or unfriendly. But our culture promotes self-
sufficiency over group mentality, which makes us seem more closed. | have friends in the United States
of whom | could ask anything and who could ask anything of me, but | have nearly as many in Russia
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after only 4 months as | have made in my 21 years of life in Kansas. Russians simply aren’t as reserved
about asking for or offering help as are Americans.

This is one of several fundamental differences between the Russian and American cultures, but
they are fewer than one may think. On the whole, | was surprised at just how similar life is in Russia.
We listen to the exact same music and watch the exact same movies. We have the same complaints
about school, work and the government and we hold things like family, pets and friendship in the same
high esteem.

Gorno-Altaisk taught me the beginning of a very valuable lesson. | speak Russian better than
when | arrived, of course, but that is really only one part of the goal. As | began to communicate with
Russians | learned to identify our similarities and work through our differences. | have tried to connect
with people not as an outsider, but as a person. The end result showed me how the lines between “us”
and “them” that were so vivid only 30 years ago can be blurred by simple friendship.
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Appendix B. Images

GASU and US partners meet with journalists.
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Abby Mills is interviewed by a reporter from the Yrystu newspaper,
a publication for youth printed in the Altaian language.
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English language students at the Altai Gymnasium view a
documentary about the current ALO project.
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The mouth harp is a traditional Altaian instrument.

GASU and US partners visit the Institute for Agroecology in Kyiv.
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GASU and US partners during a presentation to the
Fulbright Fellows Alumni Association.

Partners meet with the Secretary of the Ecological Committee,
Ukrainian Parliament.

- = TR
- N

The partners met with the director of the Institute for
Journalism and the deputy director of international

programs at the Kyiv National University.
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