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“All Things Are Connected” seminar

program completes filming

Copi ng with environmenta changes made by both humansand nature
wasthethemein filming the opening segment of, “ The Biology Of The
Earth—All ThingsAre Connected.” Dr. HenriettaMann (Cheyenne),
Professor of Indian Studies, University of Montana, Missoula, Montana,
narrated the segment that is being produced by the Haskell Environmental
Research Studies Center (HERS) at Haskdl | Indian Nations University (HINU).
“TheBiology Of The Earth—All Things Are Connected” will start thefour-part
seminar seriesthat will addressissuesof land, air, water and living beings as
they relateto environmental issuesin Indian countries.

“You canreplace abuilding, an airplane, awholecity. But you cannot
replacethered
tailed hawk, the
coyote, or the
bison,” said Dr.
Mann, referring to
theimportance of
maintaining
balance between
all livingthings.

For many
years, people
developedtheland
for their use at the
expense of many
species. Some of
these speciesare
extinct or arein
danger of becoming extinct.

Some of human creation interfereswith the natural processes of the ecosys-
tem. The natural burningsthat managethe prairies arelimited because farm-
lands have replaced the prairies. The stonesinthe Flint Hillsthat madetheland
impossibleto plow also made theland the best cattle grazing pasture.

“When we destroy the land at the rate we do now in the name of progress
and devel opment, we areflirting with ecological suicide,” commented Mann.
Themodern technol ogies devel oped to clean up contaminationsin theland,
water, and air do not bring back extinct speciesthat once played animportant
roleinthe ecosystem.

“TheBiology Of the Earth—All Things Are Connected,” will bealive
satellite program scheduled to air on January 28, 1997. Dr. Mann’s 15-minute
narrationin thisprogram
will discussthewaysin
whichtheplant and animal
species are coping with
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“You canreplace abuilding, anairplane, awhole
city. Butyou cannotreplace the red tailed hawk,
the coyote or the bison,” says Henrietta Mann.
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HERS Advisory Board makes changes
and receives updates

(HERS) Center Advisory Board convened for

their annual fall meeting on November 1,
1996. The group met at Haskell Indian Nations
University to elect new officers, receive updateson
HERS activitiesand discussthe future of HERS.

Thefirst order of businessfor the HERS Advi-

sory Board wasthe el ection of new officers. The
Board hasthree elected positions, which are one-
year terms. Gerald Wagner (Blackfeet) was el ected
to replace Don Aragon (Shoshone) asthe chair of
theHERS Advisory Board. Aragon, theexecutive
director of the Wind River Environmenta Quality
Commissionin Fort Washakie, Wyoming, had been
chair sincethe Advisory Board’ sfirst meetingin
January 1995. Gerald Wagner isthedirector of the
Blackfeet Environmental Programin Browning,
Montana.

Karl Burgher wasre-elected to the position of
vice-chair of the Advisory Board, aposition he has
held since the group first convened in January 1995.
Burgher isthe project manager of the Mine Waste
Technology Center and aprofessor of mining
engineering at the Montana College of Mineral
Scienceand Technology in Butte, Montana.

LesBenedict (Mohawk) was el ected to replace
Kim Clausen as secretary/treasurer. Kim Clausen
(Oglaal akota) isan environmenta speciaist for the
OglalaL akotaNation'sNatural Resources Regula-
tory Agency. Benedict isthe assistant director of the
St. RegisMohawk Tribe' senvironmental division.

In addition to el ecting new officers, the Advisory
Board also added two new membersto itsranks.
Sadie Hoskie, Indian Coordinator for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Region V111, Denver,
Colorado; and Charley Shaiffer, the USFishand
Wildlife Servicebiologist & Mingo Nationd Wildlife
Refugein Puxico, Missouri, were added as ex-
officio, non-voting members. The HERS Advisory
Board currently has one position open, whichis
being reserved for an elder and spiritual and cultural
advisor.

The Advisory Board received updateson severa
HERS activities, including the Stone & Webster
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partnership, the* All Things Are Connected: The
Sacred Circle Of Life” seminar series, the pesticide
technology curriculum for Native Americans
project, the Environmental Analysis Training for the
Great Plains Native American Nations, and the Roy
F. Weston Internship program. HERS ispartnering
with Stone & Webster Environmental Technology
and ServicesonaTota Environmental Restoration
Contract through the US Army Corpsof Engineers
(USACE). Representativesfrom Stone & Webster
andthe USACE met at HINU after theHERS
Advisory Board meeting to discuss future work
plans.

The" All Things Are Connected: The Sacred
Circle Of Life” seminar seriesisafour-part series
that will address problems and solutionsto environ-
mental concernsthroughout Indian Country. Two
of the programsin this serieswill be satellite uplink
programs. For moreinformation on this program,
pleaserefer to thearticle on page 1.

The Pegticide Technology Curriculum for Native
Americansproject will bean interactivetext and will
be available through video cassette and through the
internet. Thefirst prototypeis scheduled to be ready
in February 1997. The curriculum will have astrong
Native American cultural emphasis.

Using funding from the Native American and
Other Minority Institutions (NAOMI) program,
environmental analysistraining for the Great Plains
Native American Nationswill be conducted at Sinte
GleskaUniversity on November 20-22. For more
information on thisprogram, pleaserefer to the
articleon page 3.

During Summer 1996, HERS coordinated the
placing of oneintern with Roy F. Weston, an
engineering firm. Glen Tolle (Cherokee), astudent
from HINU, worked at a Roy F. Weston construc-
tionsitein Louisville, Kentucky. HERSisworking
toward establishing a permanent internship program
with Weston for studentsfrom all American Indian
Higher Education Consortium schoals.

TheHERS Advisory Board will meet againin
Spring 1997. The date and location have yet to be
determined. ®



Sinte Gleska University coordinates environmental
analysis training for Northern Great Plains Indian tribes

Sinte GleskaUniversity (SGU) and

University of Nebraska:-Lincoln wasdesigned
totraintribal technicians, tribal college and second-
ary school teachersand studentsin environmental
monitoring. The November 20-22 training consisted
of fiveelements.

Thetraining participantswereintroduced to the
environmental problems associated with contami-
nated surface and groundwater. Participants used
field detection toolsinthe SGU laboratory. Thefield
detection consisted of adiscussion of the theoretical
aspects and theinterference of each test and actual
hands on use of each method.

Thethird element inthetraining was sample
collection where participants discussed sampling

Envi ronmental analysistraining sponsored by

protocols, documentation and the concepts of
quality control.

Thefourth part of thetraining was analyzing
data. Participantstook samplesof water to analyze
and interpret thedata. Thelast element of the
training wasto demonstrate knowledge in the use of
equipment and to transfer knowledge of each type
of equipment and to learn to interpret datafrom each
equipment.

Thetraining wastargeted at tribal college science
faculty and students, tribal resource and environ-
mental monitoring professionalsand technicians.
Thetraining was made possible with agrant from
the Native American and Other Minority Ingtitutions
program. &

Seminar stresses the interrelationship between land,
air and water with living beings
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species. Dr. Mann’sintroduction will befollowed by
apane discussion of issues, implicationsand
challengesIndian Nationsarefacinginfollowing
their ancient environmental philosophies.

This program will be moderated by George Tiger
(Muscogee/Creek), host and producer of Inside
Native America, broadcast on CBS &ffiliate KTOK
TV. Possibly joining Tiger in the studio are Joseph
Bruchac, writer, and DonnaHouse (Navgj0), ethno-
botanist.

The second program, “ The Land: Planning for
Future Generations,” will consist of amoderated
pand discussion of tribal professionalsknowledge-
able of environmental problems associated with soil
contamination. Thekey issuesraised will revolve
around pro-active stepsthat tribes can taketo
protect theland, including theimportance of devel-
oping land use plans and policiesfor reservation
areas. Thisprogram will be moderated by aformer
HINU student. Possible panelist are Oren Lyons
(Onondoga); Dr. Steve Semken, Professor of Earth
Sciencesat Navgjo Community College; and Jaune
Quick-To-See-Smith (Salish-K ootena), artist. The
program will be distributed to seminar participantson
video tape.

“Water: Going Beneath the Surface of an I ssue,”
thethird program, will incorporate footage of the
wetlands of the Seminole Nationin Floridaand the
St. Lawrence River on the St. Regis M ohawk
Reservein New Y ork and Canada. Thisprogramwill
discusstheimportance of tribal accessto environ-

mental technologiesin relation to planning and
management strategiesfor the effective exercise of
tribal sovereignty. Thisstudio productionwill be
moderated by aformer HINU student. Merv Tano,
environmental programsdirector for the Council of
Energy Resource Tribes, isapossible pandlist. Les
Benedict, assistant director of the St. Regis
Mohawk Tribe senvironmental division, and James
Grijalva, director of Tribal Environmental Law
Project at the University of North Dakota, are
confirmed as panelistsfor discussion.

Thefourth program, “ Air: Ensuring Quality for
the Future,” will feature the activities of theNavajo
Nation’sAir Quality Control Office. Likethefirst
seminar program of this series, the program will be
alivesatdliteuplink. The program will be moder-
ated by George Tiger. Sharon Crowley, Native
American liaison, United States Geologica Survey in
Washington, DC, and Jerry Pardilla, executive
director of the National Triba Environmental
Council are possible pandlists. Gerald Wagner,
director of the Blackfeet environmental programin
Browning, Montana, isaconfirmed panelist who
will join Tiger inthediscussion. Viewerswill be
ableto call in questionsfor discussion.

Thisfour-part seminar seriesis coordinated by
theHaskell Environmental Research Studies Center.
Thoseinterested in participatinginthe* All Things
Are Connected: The Sacred Circleof Life,” series
areinvited to contact HERS at (913) 749-8498. m



Avalilable videotapes

Thesetapesareavailablethrough interlibrary loan from Kansas State University’s
Farrell Library.

GeoscienceEducation in Native American Communities
LiveTdeconference: An Environmental L egacy For Our Grandchildren

Comparison of Native American and Eur opean Worldviews: A RoundtableDiscussion,
Partll

TheBadlandsBombing Range Pr oj ect

Basin Creek MineClosureReclamation Techniques

Comparison of Native American and Eur opean Worldviews: A RoundtableDiscusson
Topicsin Pollution Prevention—VehicleM aintenance

PCBsin Our Environment—T heL egacy Continues

Comparison of Native American and European Wor ldviews: A European Viewpoint
Environmental | mpactsof Gold Mining Oper ationsNear theFort Belknap Reservation

Comparison of NativeAmerican and Eur opean Wor ldviews: A NativeAmerican
Viewpoint

TheNAOMI Program and HERS: New Opportunitiesin Environmental Resear ch
H6zho K éyah (Environmental Harmony in Business)
H6zho Hooghan (Environmental Harmony a Home)

Team America A Strategic Planforthe1990's

Bold print indicatesthat aseminar was sponsored by the NAOMI Seminar Program.
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