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Community Health and Brownfields:  
How ATSDR Assists Communities 



Why Public Health and Brownfields/Land Reuse? 

 Environmental site assessments do not address public 
health 

 

 Public health needs have been identified at these sites 

 Multiple sites  = lower socioeconomic status.  

 Poverty, high crime rates and limited access to resources impact 

safety, increasing the likelihood of lowered health status. 

  

 Land reuse sites are the larger “world” – encompass 
brownfields, and allow us to help without funding 

 

 

 



Improving Public Health – ATSDR Community 
Resources 

 Site Inventory Tool 

 Best Practices Guidance (Leading Changes book) 

 Community Involvement Framework – Action Model 

 Community-driven indicators 

 Community input 

 Can be used to shape entire Brownfields Assessment outreach and 

activities 



Site Inventory Tool 

Provides a quick 

“snapshot” of a property  

Guide to inform 

stakeholders of land use 

decisions 

Records can be easily 

exported and imported 

using Excel to other 

planning tools such as 

Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) 



Leading Change Book  
(www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/brownfields) 



Taking Action: the Action Model 

 Focus on the 

“Development 

Community” 

 

 Take 4 steps to assess 

community health 

status 

 

 Elect a steward to track 

changes in indicators 

 

 



The Action Model Steps 



Portland – Example 

Step 1: Issues Step 2: 

Redevelopment 

Approach 

Step 3: Health 

Benefit 

Step 4: 

Measurement/ 

Indicator 

No air quality 

monitoring aside from 

industry self reported 

emissions 

Work with university 

and health partners to 

obtain and 

understand data on 

indicators of air 

quality 

Improved 

understanding of air 

toxics  and risks to 

health 

 

 

# meetings with 

community, health, 

university partners 

 

Findings interpreted 

and shared 

collaboratively 

Collaborate with DEQ 

to develop an 

inventory of data for 

modeled and 

monitored air quality 

data  

Cultivate relationship 

between DEQ and 

community 

 

Make informed 

decisions  related to 

future industrial 

development based 

on data 

# meetings with 

community and DEQ 

 

Inventory air quality 

data 

 

Findings interpreted 

and shared 

collaboratively 



Action Model Results 

 Community-driven indicators 

 Communities can track changes in indicators over time 

 Requires long-term steward 

 Baraboo – changes in about 1/3 of measurement indicators 

 Communities 
 Blue Island 

 Milwaukee 

 Baraboo 

 Detroit 

 Minneapolis 

 Portland, OR 

 East Cleveland 

 And the list is growing … 

 



Action Model Outcomes: Measurable Changes 
in Indicators 



Action Model: Measurable Changes that Impact 
Health 

From waste transfer facility to alfalfa field 

Continued remediation of a manufactured gas plant 



BARABOO RINGLING RIVERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT VIDEO 

 
 
 

“The City with a Vision” – 
www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/brownfields  

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/brownfields


Thank you 

Questions? 
 

Laurel Berman, ATSDR 

LABerman@cdc.gov  

312-886-0840 
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