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The Big Picture

• The Brownfields Law and Incentives help with 

the “environmental” part of economic 

development

• Environmental requirements exist for all property 

purchases, and most major improvements and 

expansions

• Any time financial assets involved:

 Loans

 Federal or State government

 Shareholders



BF Redevelopment Steps

• Identify Brownfields & Redevelopment 

Planning / Goals

• Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments 

(environmental due diligence)

• Clean-up, if necessary

• Redevelop



Identify Brownfields 

• Make a list of potential sites

• Are environmental unknowns a barrier to 

redevelopment?

• Is current owner viable/liable for ongoing state or 

federal environmental actions?

• Determine eligibility for brownfields or other 

incentives and funding



Identify Brownfields (Continued)

• Record information about suitability for 
redevelopment

• Zoning and compatibility with surrounding 
land uses

• Existing infrastructure

• Increase local tax base

• Improve community image

• Mitigate blight

• Mitigate public health and safety concerns

• Reduce the need to develop greenfields



Identify Brownfields (Continued)

• Use excel spreadsheet list your potential 
brownfields



Brownfields Inventory Tool
Free Database  www.tab-bit.org



Importance of Redevelopment 

Planning Goals

• Vision development

• Stakeholder coordination

• Eligibility for incentives

• Long-term Implementation

City of Springfield, MO 

Missouri



Visioning and Planning



Visioning/Planning – Muncie, IN



Visioning/Planning – Muncie, IN



• Redevelopment 

Planning Output
• Conceptual rendering 

capturing main ideas



BF Process

• Identify Brownfields & Redevelopment Goals

• Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments 

(environmental due diligence – performed by 

contractors)

• Clean-up, if necessary

• Redevelopment



Investigate

• Perform Phase I/II Environmental Site 

Assessments (ESAs)

 to identify environmental risks before

purchase

 evaluate whether environmental risks are 

worth accepting / correcting in a case where 

contamination is discovered

 avoid responsibility for cleanup under 

CERCLA as an “innocent landowner”



BF Process

• Identify Brownfields & Redevelopment 

Goals

• Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments

• Clean-up, if necessary                     

(contracted)

• Redevelopment



Brownfields Cleanup

• Low to moderate levels of contamination

• Risk-based cleanups to standards for future 
use and/or resource protection

 Industrial

 Commercial

 Residential

• Prevent contaminant exposures to receptors

 Treatment, removal, containment

 Land use controls (if residual contaminants 
remain)

• Soil and Soil to Groundwater

• Surface Water

• Groundwater



Brownfields Cleanup

Phyto Treatment - before

Stabilization & Hydraulic 

Control - after

Fence at 

boundary

• Time available?
– Yes - treatment during 

interim use?

– No - Integrate 
construction and final site 
elements with remedies



BF Process

• Identify Brownfields & Redevelopment 

Goals

• Investigate – Phase I/II site assessments

• Clean-up, if necessary

• Redevelopment



Redevelopment

• Gather resources and partners needed to 

redevelop

• According to:

 Master plans and community input

 To address various needs and opportunities

• Economic

• Transportation and infrastructure

• Quality of Life

• Other

 Smart growth & livable community principles for 

sustainable communities

http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/basic_info.htm

http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/about_sg.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/about_sg.htm


So How Does this Get Paid 

For?



Local, State, and Federal Funds

• Phase I / II Site Assessments
 Free TBAs (Targeted Brownfields 

Assessments) by KDHE & EPA

 EPA Assessment & RLF Grants

 Including for Coalitions

• Cleanup, if necessary
 State Trust Funds, EPA Cleanup 

Grants

 Redevelopment (Construction, 
etc.)
 EDA, USDA, DOT, HUD, etc.



Get Advice as you Go to put the 

Puzzle Together

• KDHE

• USDA

• Consultants

• Technical Assistance 

to Brownfields (TAB)



Technical Assistance to 

Brownfield (TAB) Communities

• A national program

• Funded by EPA 

headquarters via grants to 

4 different entities 

• Free to communities

• K-State assists 

communities in EPA 

Regions 5 and 7



TAB Assistance to Communities

• Tailored to specific community needs

• Typically coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 
brownfields project manager

• May include:
 Help identifying funding sources for revitalization projects 

 Review of EPA and other grant applications

 Help finding a consulting firm

 Review of project plans, technical reports

 Assistance with community outreach/involvement

 Visioning

 Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon

• Communities accepted on a „first come‟ basis

• Depends on staff/funding availability



TAB EZ – Grant-writing Software

• On the web:

www.tabez.org

• For EPA 

Assessment 

and Cleanup 

grants

• Easy to use

http://www.tabez.org/


Getting Our Help

• Contact us

• We‟ll set up a meeting to discuss assistance 
needs

• Review needs and TAB capability

• Agree on a course of action

• Get started



TAB Contacts

Dr. Sabine Martin (Program Coordinator)

1-800-798-7796
785-532-6519
smartin1@k-state.edu

Blase Leven

785-532-0780 
baleven@ksu.edu

No Question is Too Big 

or Small – Just Call -

We’ll Help or Find 

Someone Who Can! 

mailto:smartin1@k-state.edu
mailto:smartin1@k-state.edu
mailto:smartin1@k-state.edu
mailto:baleven@ksu.edu

