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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

JOHN M. WHALEN 

Office of Regional Economic Development 

North Central Regional Manager 

john.whalen@illinois.gov 

3201 CIRA Drive. Suite 203  

Bloomington 

309-663-7528 
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DCEO WEB SITE: 
 

 

 

 

WWW.ILLINOISBIZ.BIZ 

 

4 

http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/


Office of Regional Economic 
Development 

 
Regional Approach: 

• Ten separate regions  

 

• Local offices staffed with local residents 

 

• Local input and focus 
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General Objectives: 
 

*Create good paying jobs 

*Upgrade employee skills 

*Help existing businesses thrive 

*Foster and innovate , attractive business climate 

*Maximize international trade and investment opportunities 

*Build infrastructure and improve transportation of goods and 
services 

*Promote the growth of multiple industries to develop a more 
stable economy 

 

7 



How do we do that? 

• Advocate and Resource for local economic 
development organizations, businesses & 
units of local government 

• Not here to duplicate but compliment local 
efforts 

• Assist businesses and local governments 
access any state programs, not just DCEO 
programs.   
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Business Development 

     

 
 

 *Economic Development for a Growing Economy (EDGE) 
     *Employer Training Investment Program (ETIP) 
     *Enterprise Zone Program  (EZ) 
 *Advantage Illinois Program 
  -Participation Loan Program (PLP) 
  -Capital Access Program (CAP) 
  -Collateral Support Program (CSP) 
  -Invest Illinois Venture Fund (IIVF)   
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Business Support 

* Entrepreneurship Centers (EC) 

 - NAFTA Opportunity Center  (NOC)  

 - International Trade Center   (ITC) 

    - Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) 

 - Procurement Technical Assistance Centers 
(PTAC) 
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Workforce Development 

    

 * Local Workforce Investment Boards (WIB) 

    * Illinois Department of Employment Security  
(IDES) 

  * Local Community Colleges  & Universities 
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Energy and Recycling 

    

 *Energy  Efficiency Program (EEP) 

 *Manufacturing Energy Efficiency (MEEP) 

 * Recycling, Expansion, & Modernization       
 (REM) 

 *Small Business Smart Energy (SBSE) 

  -Smart Energy Design Assistance Center 
 (SEDAC) 
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Community Development 
 

 * Community Development Assistance Program (CDAP) 

  -CDAP Housing Rehabilitation & MARS 

  -CDAP Planning Assistance 

  -CDAP Public Facilities Construction & Design Engineering 

  -Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 

  -Emergency Shelters Grant 

  -Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 

  -Section 8 Rental Assistance (HUD) 
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Technology and Industrial 
Competitiveness  

 

 *Digital Divide Program 

 *Employer Training Investment Program (ETIP) 

 *IL On-Site Safety & Health Consultation 
Program (OSHA) 
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Coal Development 

  

   *Coal Competiveness 

   * Coal Demonstration 

     * Coal Research & Development 

     * Coal Education & Marketing 

     * Coal Revival    
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Specialty  

• Tourism 

• Film 

• Planning and Research 
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OTHER PARTNERS: 

 *Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 

 *Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 

 * Illinois Finance Authority (IFA) 

 * Small Business Administration (SBA) 

 * United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) 

 * Illinois Facilities Fund (IFF) 
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Questions ? 
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